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A proficient swordsman who uses 
an unusual blade called a “katana.” 
Pessimistic and world-weary, 
he runs his own smithy. 


Though the original Aria gave her 
life to save Cecily in a moment of 
dire peril, she has been reforged 
into a new Sacred Blade. She has 
no memories of her past self, but 
she still serves as Cecily’s partner. 


A young lady knight who is part of 
the Knight Guard, charged with 
defending the Independent Trade 
City of Housman. Ex-nobility, 
she has a strong sense of justice. 



The assistant who lives and works 
at Luke’s smithy. Innocent and 
carefree, she loves talking with 
everyone. She says she is only 
three years old. 
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Decades ago, a great war raged across the continent. 
Called the “Valbanill War" it saw the widespread use 
of powerful Demon Pacts. Forty-four years later, a 
young lady knight named Cecily Campbell meets a 
mysterious blacksmith named Luke Ainsworth and 
asks him to forge for her a sword. 


THE INDEPENDENT 
TRAPS CITY 


I AM 
THE ONE 
KNOWN 
AS THE 
SACRED 
SLADE. 


' RUE TO \ 
MY RAILING ' 
STRENGTH, 

I HAVE LOST 
THE POWER 
TO HOLD THE 
SEAL ON 
THE BEAST. 
THUS, X HAVE 
RETURNED TO 
CIVILIZATION, i 


With his sight returned, 

Luke uses Nameless and the 
shattered fragments of Aria to 
begin forging a new Sacred Blade. 
After a fortnight of intense and 
back-breaking labor, the Sacred Blade 
Aria is born. Luke brings it to Cecily 
on the day of their wedding. 


3B My 
PARTNER// 


The Imperial Crowd Powers has declared war on the 
Independent Trade City. Deciding that the safety of 
the citizens is paramount, the city council evacuates 
the city’s entire population to the Militant Nation. 

As the evacuation begins, a mysterious woman calling 
herself The Sacred Blade wanders into Luke’s atelier. 
She speaks of how the Demon Katana forged by Luke 
has temporarily strengthened the seal on Valbanill, 
which has allowed her to relinquish her duty and 
spend her little remaining time amongst humanity. 


WHERE 

AM 


The Sacred Blade shares with Luke 
the materials needed for the forging 
of a true Sacred Blade: jewel steel, 
a demon blade, and star metal. 
Jewel steel, they have in plenty. 
For a Demon Blade, they had the 
remnants of Aria. As for the star 
metal-Nameless was made of it. 


SWORD 
NEVER 
GOES 
BACK 
ON HER 
WORD. 


Meanwhile, Lisa performs a Demon 
Pact, sacrificing her own left eye to 
birth a new Demon Eye, so that Luke 
could regain his vision. 
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The (Sacred Blacksmith 
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"PLEASE!. 

MAKE ME 
THE 

GREATEST 
SWORR 

IN THE _ , "people 


PROMISE 

you,- 

- LUKE. 


USER IN THE 
REFENSE OF 
THE CITY 
ANR ITS 


W* ir'™. ? 


OUT- 


OP THE 
INREPEN- 
RENT 
TRARE 

err/ 
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THE GREAT* 
AINHUMAN* 


fVALBANILL* 

UES SEALEDl 
m BENEATHBt 
^ BLAIR 
VOLCANO. 


ZSHOUU?.THE% 
TSEAL'EVERtt 
*BE BROKEN* 
*THE BEASTM 
Tw/LLAWAKEN - 
^AND WREAK k 
' DESTRUCTION^ 
A UPON, THE it 
h^-LAND/jr* 

wmm 


HOWEVER/ XXU 
VALBANILL EXUDES f 
SPIRIT ESSENCE, M 
A PRECIOUS 4 7 
RESOURCE CRITICAL 
TO MODERN / ' 
/ CIVILIZATIONM / 
' , MAKING IT NOT J , 
'JUST A MONSTER/i 
J. A BUT ALSO A ./ /, 
p CORNERSTONE / 
TtXfOF. HUMAN DU / 
PROSPERITY. \ „ 


THE LAST BATTLE OVER THE FATE 
OF BOTH MONSTER ANP MAN... 
























HAS FINALLY BEGUN. 
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VANGUARD, 

destructive 

INHUMAN 
WEAPJDNS, , . 
YH/T WITH THE<C% - 
1 FORCE OF A ^.vt 
a . TIDAL WAVE... 4’^ - 


t quickly * 
-reducing: 

^ MUCH ^ 

npFJTHE t - 
. err/., to - 

-RUBBLE. 


KZf* 

















































































































WH-WHAT?/ 
THERE ARE 
EXPLOSIVES 
HIDDEN 
IN THE 
HOUSES" 


I SEE/ 
THIS 

EMPTY CITY 
IS LIKELY 
RIPPLED 
WITH MORE 
TRAPS LIKE 
THOSE/ 


GWAH!\ 


THEY 

ABANDONED 
THE IDEA OP 
PROTECTING 

the crry 

AND SET 
THEIR TRUE 
DEFENSES 
ON THE 
MOUNTAIN 
SLOPES/ 
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*■ SIFGFRIEP 
W HOUSMAN. 


HALF HUMAN, 
HALF PEMON, 
HF WAS 
BORN FROM 
THE FIRST 
HOUSMANS 
EXPERIMENTS 
ON MATING 
PEMONS WITH 
HUMANS. 


*P(tC6atufi 


PEWINP TIME TO 
APPROXIMATELY 
45 YEARS AGO. 
THE VALBAN/LL 
WAR WAS FINALLY 
ENPING. 


FLAGRANT 
ABUSE OF THE 
PEMON PACT 
SYSTEM HAP 
LEFT ALL THE 
NATIONS OF 
THE CONTINENT 
EXHAUSTEP 
ANP PRAINEP. 


THE GREATEST 
CONTRIBUTION 
TO THEIR 
RECOVERY 
WAS THE 
INVENTION 
OF THE 
PRAYER PACT. 












,iV PRAYER PACTS 

r Ay coulppoa ; 

- GREAT MANY 
\ . THINGS, FROM 

\ LIGHTING FIRES 
TO BRINGING , 
(7f~^ (S?PURIFYING V 
ML^ ) W/NPS, EVEN, 
1-1 \ { HEALING?. \ 

T h-j WOUNPSANPy 
\ l-ir AILMENTS: A 


U^INGTJEWEm 

WSTEELTASAm 

wmep/umanpm, 

WCONSUM/NGM 

^AMBIENTgm 


msSENCEM 

m prayerM 
Wpacts:can% 

\BEJUSEPlBm 

WalmostM 

maNYONEW 


THEY QUICKLY' 
mppUNP'USE’INk 
“■ ? NEARLY ALL£i 
ASPECTS., OFM 
iMEYERYPAYM 
WUFErPUTTINCy 
Wf CIVILIZATION % 
pi ON THE. ROAPA 
m?70 RECOVERY. 


WheWe.whom 

mp/scovEREpm 

WpRAYER PACTSm 

WANPaTHE/RUSEM 

WiWASINONEmk 

fOTHERTHANtTHEl 

\FJRSTiHOUSMAN\ 

wheigreatestA 

MSCHOLAR.OnM 

WHEjCONTINENTA 


WhoweveM 

MHIPPENm 

WbeneathI 

imTNATM 

WSH/N/NGM 

(success??. 


history 

REMEMBERS 
HIM AS ONE 
OF THE 
HEROES WHO 
LAIP THE 
FOUNPATION 
FOR THE 
INPEPENPENT 
TRAPE CITY. 


: WERE 
INNUMERABLE 
EXPERIMENTS 
THATCOULP 
BE CALLEP 
NOTHING 
SHORT OF... 
INHUMAN. 








CONSUME? BY 
APES IRE FOR 
KNOWLEDGE, 
HOUSMANA 
STOPPER ATk 
.NGTH/NGTOM 
WLEARNtWHAU 
WHEMANTEPtk 
mro' learn;;.! 


AN? WHAT* HE 
WANTEP WAS a 
TO LEARN \ \ 
EVERYTHING' 
^ABOUT \ 




TO 

CONPUCT HIS 
EXPERIMENTS, 
HE NEEPEP 
HUMANS AS 
SUBJECTS, 

\ LOTS OF 
\ THEM. 


HE BOUGHT 
\ COUNTLESS 
'.SLAVES FROM 
'WHAT WAS IN 
I THOSE PAYS \ 

wthe.crqwpA 

f ypOWERS.%L 


i, iSUBPU/NG'*- 
t H/S;SUBJECTS 
gmWTHAN'K 
TANESTHETIC 
PRAYER PACT, 
iV’HEiWOULP^ 
\ USE SURGICAL^ 
\JECHNIQUES % 
mTo'oPENm 
^THE/R CHEST* 
CAVTIES:) 


mlTHEN HE WO UUP 
11 FORCE THEM TO i 
1 REAP ALOUP THE 
I PEATH PHRASE 
THAT THEY FOUNP 
WRITTEN THERE, \ 
I SUMMONING, 1 ,|j J 


PEMONS TO lj 
APP.TO'HIS 
COLLECTION 
OF INHUMAN 
SAMPLES . 










. IN FACT, HIS 
MOST LAUDED 
DISCOVER/, THE 
PRAYER PACT, 
WAS PRACTICALLY 
t AN ACCIDENT. 


g*§THE PEOPLE OF 
THREE DIFFERENT , 
* NATIONS'CELEBRATED* 
it£LTHE 'ADVENT OFTYr 
9mA'MAGIC THAT ' 

TRANSFORMED£ £ 
&MTHEIR LIVES FOR *~- 
THE BETTER, - 
WWAU?UNKNOWING 
w OFaTHETERRIBLE U 
y SACRIFICES THATJJk 
■ WENT INTO ITS 


* ITS FUNCTION! 

IN FORM/NGE 
’DEMON PACTS! 


EVENTUALLY, 
, HOUSMAN 


AND IF SO, 
WOULD THE 
FEMALE- 
FORMED/ 
DEMON /i 
BLADE THEN 
: B/RTHA[§k 

y demon m 

lBLADE OFF-k 
mSPR/NG7M 


COULD 
HUMAN 
.MALES 
■{MATE WITH 
mPEMON:: 
[BLADES IN- 
MtTHE/R 

Wfemale* fj 

UFORM ? 


EXPERIMENTING 
\. \ WITH THE 
mPOSS/B/UTYM 
m OF MATING S 
WHUMANSANDi 
. DEMONS. 


WRAISINGmk 

MTHEMTOm 

Wthepo/ntM 
Where them 
mmwEREmm 

ICAPA8LEOF& 

WSPEECH~m 

fALiTSOTHATl 

wheicoulpM 

WmaketheM 

WReaptheM 

WmPEATHmm 


: AT THE 
SAME TIME, 
HOUSMAN 


WfHElBEGANlM 
fEXRERIMENTINGi 
MONfH/S'OWNM, 
CHILDREN ?£ 
WASiYpUNGMSm 
tONEiVEAROLlM 


THEjWANTEPj 7OT 
mSEEiWHATm 
mfFFECWHEm 

WageIofytheM 

YcasterwoulpI 

WHAVE'ONAM 

WpEMONiPACTM 





WheTjusta 

WWANTEP1 

vrp'zNom 
p»7 VATM 
iWASALOj 


THOUGH 
THERE 
WAS ONE- 
NOTABLE' 
SUCCESS .i 


W^THATiWAS 
'THE ,ONLY% 
m REASON HL 
fCOMM/TTEPT/ 
tUNCOUNTABL 
I NUMBER Of- 


HE HAP 
HER USE 
PEMON 
PACTS 
TWICE. 


WnRTHEE/RSTm 

Wshe.offerepM 

wwan>ajwcomM 

fCREATE A 'SINGLE} 
fPEMONB&PE—M 


THE SECONP 
TIME, THE GIRL 
COULP NOT 
CONTROL THE 
PROCESS ANP 
WOUNP UP 
OFFERING THE 
REMAINPER OF 
HER BOP/. 


THE RESULT 
WAS A 
PEMON 
WITH A 
: HUMAN 
FORM. 










^ * ,W 0 

THANKS TO HIS 
PEMON BLOOP, 
* HE’GREW 
^QUICKLY ANP 
WAS BOTH 
INTELLIGENT 
ANP 

ATHLETICALLY 

TALENTEP. 


THAT PEMON 
WAS MATEP 
TO A SLAVE, 
ANP THE 
CHILP 
BORN WAS 
SIEGFRIEP. 


BUT AS THE 9 
OFFSPRING OF 
TWO PIFFERENT 
RACES, HE WAS 
INFERTILE. 

HE WOULP 
NEVER 8E 
ABLE TO HAVE 
CH/LPREN OF 
HIS OWN. 


ALL 

SIEGFRIEP 

KNEW 

WAS 

HATE. 











HIS UFE. 
LOVE. 

EVER/THING 
IN THE 
WHOLE 
WORLP. 
HE HATEP 
ITALL. 


SO 

SIEGFRIEP 

THOUGHT... 


rnWHYiNOT A 
{MANIPULATE 
\VALB AN ILL..'. 


ANP HAVE IT 
nPESTROY; 
EVERYTHING? 
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f THE 

INPEPENPENT 

' trape city's 

\ KNIGHT CORPS 
L ^ANP THE 
MILITANT 
NATION'S ARM/ 
PECIPEP TO 
COMPLETELY 
ABANPON THE 


^INSTEAP, THEY 
LAIPPOZENS J 
UPON POZENS OF «— 
BOOBY TRAPS U 
IN IT/AS WELL 1 AS Pt 
THROUGHOUT " == %j 
CENPRILLON=±=J [ 
FOREST. THEIR 7 ! 
MAIN FORCEr — 
THEY PEPLOYEPM ? 
ON THE SLOPES t 
OF BLAIR 1_ 
VOLCANO ITSELF. 


I CONTROLLING 
mTHEH/GH- 
WGROUNP/SA 
[BASIC TENANT 
%OF„ WARTIME 
m.STRATEGY 


ALL ALONG THE 
MOUNTAIN *| 


THEIR FORCES^ 
TOGUARP : - 
THE MULTIPLE ' 
CAVES WHICH> 

' LEP INTO THE % 
VOLCANOAN PM 
TO VALBANILU'. 
ITSELF. 


TT WAS AT ONE 
OF THESE MAJOR 
FORTIFICATIONS 
THAT LUKE, CECILY,: 
ANP ARIA AWAITEP 
THE APVANCE OF 
THE IMPERIAL 
CROWP POWERS' 

, yfv 


































































mm 
















































WINIP// 


Wh \\ivvw™ 


*w rt a A.pJjj 

i rnM' 







































KNIGHT 

CORPS... 

A7TA- 

AACKU 


THE 

SACRBV 
31AVB 
IS ON 

























PPOUP TO 
BE IN SUCH 
CAPABLE 
HANPS. 























THE 

TRUTH 15 
0BVIOU5 
AT y A 
GLANCE. 


X ME4N, 
JU5T LOOK 
AT HER. 
5HE ANP 
MI55 CECILY 
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THE BATTLE 
ON THE 


OF BLAIR 
VOLCANO 
RAGEPON, 
GROWING 
MOREANP 


JHR6H.V 


&HM 





























PiBCIOING 
TO PUT AN 
BNP TO 


you 

KNOW 
IT AS 
WELL 
AS I 
VO. 


THIS IS 
THE WAY 
IT HAS 
TO BE, 
ARTHUR. 

































IF WE'RE 
&0\K& 
TO PUT 
AN ENP 
TO OUR 
LONG- 
PEUP... 


you 

KNOW 

THERE'S 

NO 

BETTER 

TIME 

THAN 

HBRB 

ANP 

NOW! 


: ^ 


f-\\\ \lZJi 

\ /-I 

m \ \ it x < 

Uf , ll £^ 9 fmJ 

iW/? 

\ K / 


, i/x NX/ ’ . - ■ - ~. 

L—l n f\ 

4 \Jy 

urn [j f\Pf 


























































































































































PIP I 
INTER¬ 
RUPT 

you? 


THIS 

BATTLE 


IMPOR¬ 

TANT. 


I CAN'T 
AFFORP TO 

have you 

FOOLINO 

AROUNP. 


KNOW. 
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SIEO- 

friep, 


if you 

MOVE... 


I'LL 

ENOULF 
BOTH OF 
THESE 
"SEALS" 
IN MY 
PEMON 
BLAPE'S 
FLAME/ 


STOP 

RIOHT 

THERE/ 





























// 






























HUM? 
WHY 
WOULP 
I EVER 
VO 

THAT? 


YOU 
VON'T 
C-ET ANY 
CHOICE 
IN THIS 
MATTER. 


























































WMSACREZ 
WLaVEASiTHEA 
*t,ONE TH/NGm 
VALBAN/LL 
W.WISHES TO 
^VESTROY. 

U ABOVE ALi>~ 


WMBUWHB^^Z 

isHOUU? 'HAVEmJi 
\AANAUMWM* 
THAT: WILL? NOT'Cr* 

ALLOW MERE//'- 

MTENPRILS&Tm 
j ANYWHERE t/fmf, 

/close ro rr.^ 


> ymA 



















fi *?<;£?••: 


. 1 -^ 


cbciiy! 
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/ 















































WAAA- 

AUGHH, 


CECILY 


swallowed 

HER 

AND THE 
INCOMPLETE 
SACRED 
BLADE 
WHOLE. 














































































































: 



























































































flT ERUPTEPlm 
WiFROM tTHBrnm 

WCRATBR ATmm 

mTHBiTOPJKtk 

MOFJBIMKMm 


I THE 

WEXPLOSION 
* WAS.SO 
UEAFENINGLYM 
wm/MMENSEmm 
m^THATtnmk I 
^SBBMBP ' 

Was if the 

{MOUNTAIN HAP! 

mmSGORGBPM 

WtANOTHER 

WMOUNTAIN 










VrHECREATURE iTHATl 

wfmeRGePMAstm 

Wminp-slowinglyM 
w enormous* rrsm 
WCOLOSSAL'BOPyM 
mtSO'LONG y ANPjM 

Wmass/vb / that, rrM 

WWAS IMPOSSIBLE^ 
YTO'SEEtTHE WHOLE! 

■ , , ' 7 M 


W/£T,HumNnyM 

W*PPPA'/£A^ 

WworpjThatJM 

YcOULP 4 VESCRIBE\ 

miTiiN'AuyiTsm 

WMHORRIFIC 

^mGlORA^^M 










WAGON. 
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T 



















r ’ 7 


' 















































































OUT OF 
THE CRACKS 
BETWEEN 
THE BEAST'S 
MASSIVE 
SCALES, 
COUNTLESS 
SWORE HILTS 
BRISTLEP— 
PEMON 
BLARES. 


HATREP OF 
'GOP" 

FLOWER INTO 
VALBANILL 
LIKE A 
TIPAL WAVE, 
PESTROYING 
ITSM/NP 


NOT 

ONLY THAT, 
THE FIRST 
HOUSMAN 
HAP GIVEN 
THE PEMON 


ONE THAT 
ALLOWEP 
SIEGFRIEP TO 
CONTROL 
THE NOW 














































































































































































DECIDED 

TO 

RELENT... 


(5IVE ME 
MY PLACE 
BACK/ 
LET ME BE 
CECILy'S 
PARTNER 
ACA IN/ 


THEN ACT 
LIKE IT 
MEANS 
SOMETHINC 
to you/ 




1 

r 
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GUJ2K 


WHAT'S 
WRONO, 
BLACK¬ 
SMITH? 


SIE£- 

FRIPP 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE YOU'VE 
OIVEN UR 
A LOT 
OF YOUR 
HUMANITY 
SINCE I 
LAST SAW 
YOU/ 


I'LL DO 
ANYTHIN*? 
IF IT 
MEANS 
I OET 
TO KILL 
YOU. 



















: 








HE HAP 
PARTAKEN OF 
VALBANILUS 
FLESH. 
NOW THE 
CLOSER HE 
CAME TO 
THE GREAT 
8EAST ITSELF. 

THE MORE 
BLAPES WOUUP 
GROW FROM 
HIS BACK. 





































































I'M 

&0\N& TO 
CARVE 
YOU TO 

pieces, 

YOU 

MONSTER!! 


GJ2AH 


mkM 



































LOOK 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE IT'S 
WRITHING 
IN 

PAIN...! 


MAI' 

BAKU.. 



















A BEAM 
OF LIOHT 
JUST 
BURST 
OUT OF 
VAl- 
BAH ILL'S 
BACK/ 
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NOW THAT 

You've 

FULLY 
AWAKENED, 
I'M SURE 
THAT 
WE CAN 
REPEAT 
VALBANILL. 


I THINK... 
OUR NEXT 
STRIKE 
WILL BE 
THE ENR 
OF THIS 
BATTLE. 


BUT ONCE 
WE RO, 
THE TWO 
OF US 
WILL HAVE 
TO SAY 
OOODBYE... 


I'D BE 
LYINO IF I 
SAID THAT 
DIDN'T 
MAKE ME 
HESITATE. 


/ / z 

1 



























































XT'S 

TIMS 

WE 

SAVE? 
EVERY¬ 
ONE!! 


BUT IF 
I HAVE 
TO qo, 

I MlqHT 
AS WELL 
qo OUT 
IN A 

BLAZE OF 
qLORY~ 


LOOKS 
LIKE MY 
TIME IS 




YOU 

DID... 

WELL. 
























































































\HNGH( 










































































)NNGHi 


PEMON 

KATANA 

FORGING. 


AT THE COST 
OF A SLIVER 
OF THFIR 
SOUL AN PA 
PIBCF OF 
PEMON 
FLESH, A 
USER CAN 
FORGE A 
COMPLETE 
SWORP IN 
SECONPS. 




























THIS TIMS, 
USA WAS 
W/LUNG TO 
SACRIFICE 
HERSELF. 
SHE WOULP 
GLAPLY 
OFFER UP 
HER ENTIRE 
BOPY IF 


ANY MORE OF 
HER FLESH 

















































I'M- ' 
GOING TO 
DISAPPEAR 
NOW... 


I LEAVE 
EVERYTHING 
IN YOUR 
HANDS...!! 


WELL, 
IT'S NOT 
LIKE MY 
LEFT 

ARM WILL 
BE OF 
ANY USE 
ANYMORE. 

























ALONG 
WITH A 
CHUNK 
OF MY 
SOUL, 
OF 

COURSE. 


THey 

CAN JUST 
TAKE 
THAT 
INSTEAD... 




fi 

1 




























i; 






















































ill® 











J 














CONFIRMED. 

WAIT RIOHT 

THERE. 

WE WILL 


HOWEVER, 

F0R6E A 


I NOTICE YOUR 

NEW SACREP 


LEFT ARM 

ELAPE TO 


IS MISSING. 

TAKE YOUR 


FORGING /I 

PLACE. 

I'LL 

NEW BLADE 

I SWEAR IT. 

FIGURE OUT 

NOW WOULD 

SOMETHING. 

SEEM 


PON'T 

DIFFICULT 


WORRY. 

FOR you. 



































The hero of the Continent, Luke and 
his apprentice Lisa forged the Sacred 
Blade and saved the world. 


'Haiving survived tne’climactiq battle^ 
’’against both .Siegfried ;an'd kValbanill,Hi 
Luke > ancl fellow"survive ^ LisaT ancI 
Cecily departed on a joumey"a*cross 
the Continent to search for more star j 
metal. At least, that was'their pretense' 
for what was really a honeymoon. 


r ln.the.course_oHheir travels,.they _ 
found out that th^eTe^was^anoth'er, landl 
.faracrossthe.ocean^a <, 'discoveryqhat| 
locked the^ContinentrAlso, during theirj 
; travels,'Luke fin'allyfound hislmother, . |i ! : 
who had,'disappeared when he, was ; | 
dittlefThie^wo spent a short but pro;! I 
fouhdly. happy time together. ■ . 

-Later, Luke returned his Demon Eye ; to 
Lisa,'quietly,; passing on tqthe?iextjjfe’. 

i 1 1 icci hawinn inheritor! I i ckillc ac 


i Lisa, having inherited Luke’s v skills as 
the Sacred Blacksmith! continued his 
quest to create a new Sacred Blade!, 
for years and years thereafter.f|*| ||, 























ruler of the Militant Nation. After the'great battle 

Zenobia disguised herself as her ~ . 

Charlotte and secretly accompanied ^ 
others on their journey for star metal, 
that there were pirates running rampant in 
new land, she returned to.her nation,' swearing toi 
lish them! Well into her twilight years^Zenobiaf" 
as the representative of the Continent to* theT 
effort to buildjies of peace, 
them?; EyenjeTsjshe^r 
small and cute, being her 
for her entire reign. 


Hannibal Quasar: The Continent s Hreales llarrior i 

Former Captain of the Independent Trade City’s Third District 
Knight Corps. Though gravely wounded in the battle against 
Valbanill, Hannibal eventually made a full recovery. Returning' 
to the Knight Corps, Hannibal once again went to battle, 
this time against the pirates ravaging the new land. „ / 

After the pirates were successfully suppressed, 

Hannibal finally retired, with many more accolades to his 
name. Declaring that he had fallen in love for the first time, 

Hannibal left the Continent for the new land to be with' 
the woman who had stolen his heart. The 
never returned was a sign that Hannibal 5 
must have settled down and lived out the 
rest of his life in happiness. 




This notea any ot biegrrieu 
/■^Housman did not survive the 
H great battle with Valbanill, 
losing his lifejn/he, conflict 
Lancelot h ad,built' his, life 
around slaveryTJsing'that 
S o^syste_m > to'cbntrojjh'e,'smal I 
^nations pfthe'Crpwd Powe 
HrlTmaintaihing his' position by 
(Ta 'flsuppjying'them to whoever 
paid enbugh. 1 -After Lancelot’s 
“ death, the Crowd Powers 4 
[fell ihto bicke ring over how 
manyjwar/crimes pou ld 
be^laiddt’his^feet^p y 


\ H“ 7 

Augustus Arthur: 

Former Imperial Knights : 


At the endp^tneTclimactic I, 
battle against Valbanill/ \ 
Augustus .was arrested by \ 
HannibalQuasar\and ► : 

taken into^custodyjby'the - 
Militant Nation VAugustus’'\ 
capture, breathed new life/ 
action 
Crowd 


















vjv/imvj/&r, 

a way to save Aria,f/ |T 


Hoping.to l find a . 

lEwain pored over s the research notes left® 
I behind byThe first' Hou'srhan. Eventually.!^ 1 
he discovered a'means to forge’a Sacred / 
Blade that^didnVrequire a Demon^ Blade as 
"part of the' materials.' Later? Ewain'openecl r 
[a small academy'where^he passed on his ^ 
'knowledge"to'later generations>Tbrough his; 
^students’; achievements, 1 ; Ewain’s name.was 
written.in the;annals of history.^Stayingtrue| 
to' his love.for Aria* Ewain'never.married, .sa 


Hugo Housman: Mayor of Ihe Independenl Trade City; 

The citizens of the Independent Trade_City vote for a mayor 
once every three years, bufdue'.to’his'enduring popularity, 
Hugo served a record number "of .consecutive termsT^^fe^ 
Retiring a few years after the, pirates were finally subdued,|§| 
Hugo went on to serve as an advisor to future mayors.- *' 
















Cecily Campbell: The Sacred Knight 

In the years after the climactic battle, 
Cecily and Luke had two children: 
a son named Cornelius and a 
daughter named Loretta. Cornelius 
took the Campbell family name, 
succeeding his mother as a knight. 
Loretta took the Ainsworth name, 
succeeding her father as a blacksmith. 

Even after her husband’s death, Cecily 
stayed active. She joined the war 
against the pirates, where she fought 
like a one-woman army. Already a 
| . * household name on .the Continent for 

the battle against Valbanill, Cecily’s 
' successes in this new war made her 
famous in the new land as well. 


Cecily considered LisiTa part of her 
family for the remainder of her life, 
doing what she could to make her 
adopted sister happy. When Cecily 
finally passed on, she left the ring 
Luke had forged for her out of Aria’s 
fragments to Lisa as an heirloom. 
















-sare/'- 

Lisa: The Sacred BlacksmithEssistanti 

Lisa 'dedicated her selfi to forging ^ 

'a new Sacred BladeTsh'ouldering'jjB 
the wishes of her l ate,m aster: Luke* 
Cecily,"and all the people’oLthe^jp 
world. She was the one who trained! 
Luke’s daughter Loretta in theT 
art of blacksmithing. 

.. _ 

When Ewainjnally discovered the 
.means to create a Sacred Blade 
without using a Demon Blade, 
he promptly told Lisa. It involved 
.^'forging jewel steel together withj^'"*^ 
star metal for a long time- 
far longer than any normal human 
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After decades of long and grueling 
work, Lisa finally puts the finishing 
polish on the new Sacred Blade. 
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USA! 

















thank: you. 

THOSE ARB 
THE ONLY 
WORDS I 
CAN SAY... 
THANK YOU. 


THAT IS 
MORE 
THAN 
ENOUGH. 




— A Word from the Artist — 


I’m sorry to have made you wait so long, but here is the final 
volume. With this, the manga version of The Sacred Blacksmith is 
now complete. 

Looking back, when I first began working on this title, it was an 
unsettled time in my life. I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do with 
myself. Discovering this work and getting to serialize it opened my 
eyes to so many things. 

This was such an honest and sincere work. Its fantasy world was 
one I adored so much it made me want to draw it. But even more 
than the world, I loved the characters. It felt like, more than once, 
Cecily’s spontaneity influenced me, giving me the push I needed in 
real life. Luke and Lisa and Aria all resonated with me, too, teaching 
me that yes, it’s okay to feel that way. I think I will carry all of these 
characters in my heart for the rest of my life. 



For so long, I have walked down the road of life side by side with 
this work. 


Miura-sensei, thank you for 
creating The Sacred Blacksmith. 


Luna-sensei, thank you 
for bringing it to life. 


To all my assistants, 
my editors, and most of all, 
to all you readers out there, 
you have my deepest gratitude. 
Thank you very much! 


Now, after seeing everything that I 
wanted to see, we’ve reached the end. I 
can look back on our journey with pride, 
and say goodbye to it with happiness. 
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— A Word from the Creators — 


»0@Q®IMtaj© 

Hello. I’m Isao Miura, the original author for The Sacred Blacksmith. 

First, let me say thank you to Kotaro Yamada-sensei for taking time out 
of his busy schedule to draw the manga version of this story. The Sacred 
Blacksmith manga version began serialization in the January 2009 issue 
of the Comic Alive magazine. That means it was ongoing for a full eight 
years-that’s longer than it took me to write the entire novel series! 
(shocked) 

That one scene in Volume 3, you know the one, was really impactful. 

I was pretty depressed at the time, so much so it even made the news, 
but then I suddenly noticed I was getting way more hits on my blog. 

“I’m stubborn!!” she yelled. Her expression was perfect. The two-page 
spread during her confession was beautiful, too. I couldn’t help but grin! 
Seeing the scene where the old Sacred Blade takes Lisa’s eye in 
the manga made me glad I added it into the novels. 

And wow, Valbanill sure was scary! 

I can say with absolute certainty that I was very glad to have this 
story adapted as it was. Yamada-sensei, thank you so much for all 
your hard work! 


» IklDQS 


Yamada-sensei’s work on this manga 
has been a great inspiration for me in 
my current work. 

While the manga and the original 
novels were being published 
alongside of each other, I tried to live 
up to Yamada-sensei’s work, but that 
one pinup of the grand maid march 
is still a goal of mine. 

Please take good care of yourself, 
and keep up the good work. I’ll be 
cheering you on from the shadows! 
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READING DIRECTIONS 

This book readsfrom right to left , Japanese style. If 
this is your first time reading manga, you start 
reading from the top right panel on each page and 
take it from there. If you get lost, just follow the 
numbered diagram here. It may seem backwards at 
first, but you’ll get the hang of it! Have fun!! 
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Once, a demon-driven war raged across the continent. Now, as the 
Imperial Crowd Power invades the Independent Trade City, the threat 
of conflict has returned. Though the City’s forces make a valiant stand 
against the Imperial armies, the sheer number of incoming Demon 
Blades puts the City on the defensive. As the fight reaches a furious 
pitch, Siegfried and Luke clash, while Cecily faces off with Valbanill. 
The final battle has arrived! J 
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